
 

 

 

 

February 17, 2012 

 

Via Electronic Mail 

 

Records Access Officer 

Office of the State Comptroller 

110 State Street 

Albany, NY 12236 

Email:FOIL@osc.state.ny.us 

 

Re: Request Submitted Under the Freedom of Information Law for Audit Records of Contracts 

under the Homeland Security Grant Program 

 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

 

This letter contains a request (“Request”) pursuant to the Freedom of Information Law (“FOIL”) 

N.Y. Pub. Off. Law §§ 86, 87.  The request is submitted on behalf of the Asian American Legal 

Defense and Education Fund (“AALDEF”), a national organization that protects and promotes 

the civil rights of Asian Americans. 

 

Background 

Under Article V, Section I of the State Constitution and Article II, Section 8 of the State Finance 

Law, the State Comptroller is given authority to audit the administration of the State Homeland 

Security Grant Programs (“HSGP”).  The HSGP disburses funds from the Federal Department of 

Homeland Security to the NYPD through the Office of Counter Terrorism at the NYS Division 

of Homeland Security and Emergency Services (“OCT/DHSES”).  AALDEF seeks 

accountability for the funds that were disbursed to New York City and the New York Police 

Department for counterterrorism initiatives in hopes to increase transparency and ensure the most 

effective use of federal dollars. 

 

Request 

 

I hereby request the following information from the 2003-2011 fiscal years:  

 

1) Any records relating to or documenting the disbursement of federal funds or grants from 

the HSGP to New York City including, but not limited to, those funds allotted to the New 

York City Police Department. 

2) Any records relating to the audit, investigation or inspection of HSGP funds allocated to 

New York City including, but not limited to, those funds allotted to the New York City 

Police Department. 



 

 

3) Any documents, reports, or recommendations discussing the administration of HSGP 

funds to New York City including, but not limited to, those funds allotted to the New 

York City Police Department. 

4) Any records relating to or documenting the disbursement of other federal and state grant 

programs relating to security, policing and counterterrorism in New York City.  

 

 

Furnishing Records 

Please furnish records to: 

  

Nermeen Arastu 

AALDEF 

 99 Hudson Street, 12
th
 Floor 

 New York, NY 10013-2815 

 

Pursuant to N.Y. Pub. Off. Law §89(3)(a), I expect a response within the five (5) day statutory 

time limit.   
* * * 

If this Request is denied in whole or in part, I ask that you justify all deletions by reference to 

specific exemptions of the FOIL.  I expect release of all segregable portions of otherwise exempt 

material. Further, recognizing that it may take longer to provide certain documents than others, I 

request that you provide us with documents as they become available rather than waiting for the 

complete set.  

If you have any questions in processing this request, I can be contacted at the address above, via 

e-mail at narastu@aaldef.org, or by telephone at (212) 966-5932 x. 207. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

_______________________ 

Nermeen Arastu 

Staff Attorney 

Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund 

99 Hudson St., 12
th
 Floor 

New York, NY 10013 

Tel:  (212) 966-5932 

Fax:  (212) 966-4303 

Email:  narastu@aaldef.org 

 


